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Tram – Operation Tramlines  

 

Costs calculation Table 

This SG proposes to continue the use the same calculation for tram contributions that is currently in 
use (from finalised LDP 2016 Supplementary Guidance on Developer Contributions and 
Infrastructure Delivery August 2018). This apportions cost relative to impact of regarding size and 
type of development, with the following proposed minor changes to clarify use and development 
types: 

• Residential (units) now also to include student accommodation.  
• Hotels (class 7 and including other /visitor accommodation such as aparthotels, serviced 

apartments) to clarify uses 

It is also proposed to amend the scale factor to even out the differences between the factor values to 
avoid significant differences in cost calculation, for example between 250 sq m and 501 sq m.   

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/25387/finalised-developer-contributions-and-infrastructure-delivery-supplementary-guidance
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/25387/finalised-developer-contributions-and-infrastructure-delivery-supplementary-guidance
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Justification  

The distance threshold for the tram contribution zone has been well established and justification is 
reproduced here from a report to planning committee on 4 October 2007: ‘Tram Developer 
Contributions - Revision of Guideline Planning Committee’: 
 
The 750 metre distance around the tramstops acknowledges the enhanced accessibility which will 
benefit developments within walking distance of the tramstops, compared to developments located 
along the route but between tramstops. Similar methodologies have been used elsewhere in the UK. 
The Zones shown in the Plan are indicative; assessment of distances will be through measurement of 
actual walking distance. 
 
750 metres constitutes a walking distance of up to 10 minutes and reflects the perception that travel 
by tram is a high quality and reliable means of transport and that people are more likely to walk 
slightly further than they would to access conventional bus services. Work carried out on 
accessibility has established an average walk as being 10 minutes in duration which equates to 
approximately 800 metres. It is therefore the Council’s view that seeking contributions for 
developments up to 750 metres from the nearest tramstop is reasonable given the increased 
attractiveness of this mode of transport and the fact that this distance represents just under a 10 
minute walk. 


