
GRANTON WATERFRONT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

A new Granton Waterfront Primary School, including 
nursery and Enhanced Support Base (ESB) provision, 
is currently being developed on behalf of the City of 
Edinburgh Council as part of the wider regeneration of 
Granton Waterfront.
 
The following information has been prepared as part 
of the pre-application consultation process for the 
proposed development. The consultation provides an 
opportunity for the local community to learn more 
about the proposals, understand the rationale behind 
the emerging design and provide feedback before a 
formal planning application is submitted.
 
The proposed school will provide a new two-stream 
primary school with capacity for 459 primary pupils, 
128 nursery pupils and 32 pupils within the Enhanced 
Support Base. The building has been designed to 
provide a welcoming, inclusive and flexible learning 
environment, with strong connections to the surrounding 
landscape and the emerging Granton neighbourhood.

The proposals place particular emphasis on landscape, 
outdoor learning, active travel and community use. The 
school will sit alongside the proposed Fourth Quarter 
Park, with a network of pedestrian and cycle connections 
linking the site to the wider waterfront. Outdoor play 
and learning spaces will be integrated throughout the 
landscape, alongside sports and community facilities.
The building is being designed with a strong focus 
on sustainability and wellbeing, with the ambition to 
achieve Passivhaus Classic certification and align with 
the Net Zero Public Sector Buildings Standard. The 
design also safeguards the potential for the school to 
expand from a two-stream to a three-stream primary 
school in the future.
 
This consultation provides an opportunity to share 
the progress made to date, explain the key principles 
behind the design and landscape proposals, and seek 
views from the local community on how the new school 
can best contribute to the emerging Granton Waterfront 
neighbourhood.

A two-stream primary school, nursery and Enhanced Support Base designed as a civic anchor within the emerging Granton Waterfront neighbourhood.

5,080 m²
Gross internal floor area

459
Primary School Places

110
Nursery Places

32
ESB Places

5,44 acres
Site Area

Future growth to a three-stream school is safeguarded within the site strategy.

The proposals connect education, landscape, active travel and community facilities within the wider waterfront masterplan.



Fo
o d

W
as

te
Fo

o d
W
as

te

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste

Food
W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste

Food
W
aste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Fo
o d

W
as

te
Fo

o d
W
as

te

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste

B6E

CAR CLUB CAR CLUBEV

BUS
GATE

BUS
G

A TE

EV

EV

Fo
o d

W
as

te
Fo

o d
W
as

te

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste

Food
W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste

Food
W
aste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Fo
o d

W
as

te
Fo

o d
W
as

te

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste

B6E

CAR CLUB CAR CLUBEV

BUS
GATE

BUS
G

A TE

EV

EV

Fo
o d

W
as

te
Fo

o d
W
as

te

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste

Food
W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste

Food
W
aste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Fo
o d

W
as

te
Fo

o d
W
as

te

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste

B6E

CAR CLUB CAR CLUBEV

BUS
GATE

BUS
G

A TE

EV

EV

Fo
o d

W
as

te
Fo

o d
W
as

te

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste

Food
W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste

Food
W
aste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Fo
o d

W
as

te
Fo

o d
W
as

te

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
Waste

Food
W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste Food

W
aste

UP

B6 A

B6B

B6E

CAR CLUB CAR CLUBEV

BUS
GATE

BUS
G

A TE

EV

EV

B5 A B5
B

B5 D

B6 B

B6 A

Z01

Z01

Z03

Z03

Z03

Z03

Z03

Z01

Z02

Z02

20
0M

1300 M

Hardworks

Site Boundary

Legend

Softworks

Tarmac

Block Paving - Type 1
(High end paving to key public realm)

Block Paving - Type 2
(To tie into masterplan proposals in this location)

Proposed Grass

Proposed Ornamental Planting
(9 plants/m2)

Proposed Shrub Planting
(5 plants/m2)

Proposed Wildflower Planting

Walls and Fencing

Block Paving - Type 3

Polymeric Sports Surfacing
(Exact use and surfacing to be determined) 

Sand

Water

Steps/Concrete Seats

Proposed Tree
(50% to be semi mature and 
above in size)

Proposed Secure Line 
(High Quality 2m High Fencing - Notionally 
Rimini by Lang+Fulton)

Furniture

Proposed Cycle Stands and Scooter Rack

Bark Mulch

Proposed Play Surfacing 
(Sand Carpet)

Proposed Open Cycle Shelter

Proposed Benches

Proposed Play Elements/Structures

Proposed Logs and Boulders (Natural Elements)
Proposed Storage Container

Proposed Internal Fencing
(1.2m Bespoke Timber Fencing)

Proposed Tensile Canopies

Localised Mounding/Contouring (Play)

Decking - Recycled Plastic

Proposed Native Hedgerow
(5 plants per lin/m)

Proposed Brick Walls
(1.2m to ESB and 2.4m to Bike/Bin Stores)

Proposed Green Wall

Proposed Concrete Seating

Proposed Outdoor Classroom
(Various locations and sizes)

Proposed Dry River Water 
Feature with Water Play and 
Pump

Play Safety Surface 
(Rubber Crumb)

Self-Binding Gravel

Proposed Parkland Fencing
(High Quality 1.2m Steel 
Fencing)
Proposed Timber Acoustic 
Fencing to ESB
(Notionally 2m)

Proposed Play Panels

Proposed Raingardens
(9 plants/m2)

Proposed Timber Shelter
Proposed Bollards

Espalier Hedge
(1 plant per Lin/M, attached to 
adjacent fencing)

Proposed Low Brick Planter 
Walls (To Allotment)
(300mm Height)

Proposed Secure Cycle Shelter/Storage 

2G PitchMUGA/Sports Courts

Loose Play

Ampitheatre
Play Slope

Trim Trail

Track

Loose Parts Play/Line 
Markings

Bin and 
Bike 
Store

ESB Drop 
Off

Track

St
or

ag
e

ESB 
Entrance

Track

18
00

0

Messy Play

Se
ns

or
y P

la
y

Co-ordination with 
Adjacent Scheme 

Required

Fixed 
Play/Movement

Enclosed Cycle/
Scooter Storage

Scooter and Cycle parking 
(32 Cycle Stands/64 Spaces 

and 2 Scooter Racks/40 
spaces)

Scooter and Cycle 
parking 

(32 Cycle Stands/64 
Spaces and 2 Scooter 

Racks/40 spaces)

St
or

ag
e

Workshop

Composting

0

Not to be scaled for site setting out or construction purposes. All dimensions to be checked on site. 
Discrepancies, ambiguities and / or omissions between this drawing and information given elsewhere 

must be reported immediately to head office for clarification before proceeding.

Rev.              

Scale              Date

Dwg. No.

@ A1

metres

2 4 6 8 10

w: www.oobe.co.uk   e: info@oobe.co.uk

Client

Project

Title

DateAprvdAuthorRev.Revision Note
newcastle: 

Door 19, Teapots 1 & 2, Hoults Yard, Walker 
Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE6 2HL

t: +44 (0)191 281 3775
edinburgh: 

91 george street, edinburgh 
eh2 3es. t: +44 (0)131 241 0309

glasgow: 
201 West George St, Glasgow, G2 2LW 

t: +44 (0)141 301 1465

1 : 500

P06

Edinburgh City Council

Stage 3
Feb 2026

GWPS- OOB- EX- ZZ- DR- L- 00001

Granton Waterfront Primary School

Site Plan

Issued for Coordination P02 JW OP 10/04/26
Stage 2 Issue P03 JW OP 24/04/26
Draft Stage 3 Issue for Costing P04 JW OP 15/07/26
Draft Issue for Coordination P05 JW OP 31/07/26
Revised P06 JW OP 19/08/26

High Level Legend - To be read in 
conjunction with the outline specification 
document 'GWPS-OOB-XX-XX-RP-L-00006 

Landscape Outline Specification'

1 - Floodable Park
2 - MUGA and Play Slope/Amphitheatre
3 - Playground
4 - ESB Play External Play 
5 - Allotments/Dining Area
6 - Key Access Points
7 - Nursery External Play
8 - Key Movement Corridor

Precedents

ESB Drop Off Key Access Points Secure LineVehicle Access 
and Movement 

Arrival Points SUD’s Zoning Plan Pedestrian Movement

The Granton Waterfront Primary School is a flagship 
project within Edinburgh’s coastal regeneration, designed 
to blend the area’s industrial heritage with a sustainable, 
“outdoor classroom” approach. The landscape proposal 
prioritizes pupil well-being through a mix of high-energy 
play zones and quiet sensory spaces, ensuring the site 
functions as both an educational tool and a community 
asset. By focusing on pedestrian connectivity and 
ecological resilience, the design creates a seamless link 
between the school and the wider urban masterplan.
 
The landscape strategy utilizes a clear zoning hierarchy 
to balance safety, accessibility, and community use in 
alignment with City of Edinburgh Council guidelines. 
The southern portion is dedicated to Nursery and P1/
P2 pupils, featuring a mix of formal play structures, 
loose parts play, and natural sensory zones. In contrast, 
the northern parkland serves as a community asset 
with a shared MUGA and playground for out-of-hours 
use, alongside specialised ESB facilities, allotments, 
and outdoor dining. Logistics and key travel routes 
are strategically tucked into the western and southern 
boundaries, ensuring the school integrates seamlessly 
with the wider Granton masterplan infrastructure.

The site plan to the right is the result of an iterative, multi-
disciplinary process. Developed over several weeks 
alongside various designers and engineers, the proposal 
has been refined through continuous client consultation 
to ensure it meets the project’s strategic goals. The plan 
translates the client brief, technical site constraints, 
and topographical requirements into a cohesive spatial 
framework. It balances functional site needs with 
aspirational “wants,” establishing an initial vision for a 
versatile community and educational hub.
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Dining / Studio / Shared / Cloak

Breakout Space

Teaching

ESB Teaching

Nursery

Gym

Circulation 

Private Circulation 

Massing, Landscaping and Environment

The building massing adopts a simple and efficient form to support 
Passivhaus principles, utilising compact blocks and predominantly flat 
roofs to minimise thermal bridging and reduce heat loss. The arrangement 
maximises southern orientation, allowing key elevations to benefit from 
passive solar gain and improved daylighting. Environmental performance 
is embedded within the form, with primary learning spaces positioned 
to receive southern light, while rooflights are introduced to provide 
controlled, diffuse daylight to deeper plan areas. This is particularly 
beneficial for ESB spaces, which require consistent, low-glare lighting 
conditions supported by north-facing light.

The overall massing strategy also responds to functional requirements, 
organising the building to create clear separation between the nursery, 
ESB, and primary playgrounds, supporting both operational clarity and 
pupil wellbeing.

Spatial Layout and Movement

The building strategy is structured around a clear and legible spatial and 
movement hierarchy, with the nursery, ESB, and lower primary (P1/P2) 
deliberately located at ground floor level to support accessibility, provide 
direct access to dedicated outdoor play areas and entrances. Circulation 
is organised around a central spine anchored within the dining hall, where 
an activity stair acts as a keystone for social engagement and movement.

A clear hierarchy of entrances separates public and secure zones, with 
a civic main entrance and a dedicated ESB entrance supporting pupil 
wellbeing and operational needs. Internal circulation is conceived as 
a series of connected learning environments, with breakout spaces 
strategically located between classrooms within the same age groups. 
These shared zones extend the learning environment beyond the 
classroom, supporting a range of teaching modes including small group 
work, informal learning, and quieter retreat spaces alongside traditional 
classroom activities. This arrangement allows flexibility in how spaces 
are used while maintaining clear supervision and reinforcing the building 

as an integrated and adaptable learning environment.
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