
The Edinburgh  Nature Network:

Linking Leith's Parks



Outline

Introduction to Edinburgh 
Nature Network

Ideas for parks from Atkins



Edinburgh Nature Network - {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ first Nature Network

üEdinburgh Nature Network is a 
long-term approach to manage, 
restore and enhance the urban 
landscape of Edinburgh

ü It highlights opportunities to 
take action across the city, 
using natural solutions to 
address the threats of 
biodiversity loss and climate 
change

üOnline map of 200+ actions



Creating the 
Edinburgh Nature Network

Comments and 
Opportunity Areas

Ecosystem Services

Habitat Network

This created a range of city-wide, site 
specific actions with multiple benefits 

for both people and wildlife



ü The highest population density 
in Edinburgh

üThe highest demand for all 
ecosystemservices in the city

üPriority habitats 
arelimited andgreenspaces 
are fragmented by thedensely 
built-up urban landscape

üConnecting up the greenspaces 
in Leith

o Council-owned sites
o Other organisations
o Local community

Leith Nature Network



Linking Leith's Parks

ü Greenspace Scotland ςgrant for plans 
for a 'neighbourhoodof parks'

ü Leith Links quick win - Wilding Wee 
Spaces

ü Timelines and next steps

o Follow-up in- person workshop June 
15th

o Follow-up onlineworkshopJune 20th

o Project completed by July 2023

o Seek funding to deliver plans



Linking Leith
Initial Thoughts



Project 
Aims





Selected 
Areas

TolboothWynd

Mill Lane Park

Taylor Gardens

Keddie Gardens

North Junction Street Park

Dalmeny Street Park
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1
TolboothWynd

ÅUndulating levels

ÅOverlooked by residents

ÅPlay equipment in good condition

ÅBig shady trees causing grass to die back

ÅPotential changes to adjacent road to consider



Embrace the shady trees by 
creating a woodland garden

ÅTimber boardwalks

ÅNative understory planting

ÅHibernacula/bug hotels

ÅBird boxes

Initial Thoughts




