STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Town is the historic heart of Edinburgh and is interwoven with the narrative
of Scotland’s past. A unique quality of the Old Town is the clarity of its historical plan
formagainstthe background of a spectacularlandscape. The plan of the Old Town has
retained much of its ancient pattern and distinctive character. It is an environment of
enclosed streets and dramatic changes of level with numerous framed distant views.
The skilful use of land contours, the careful siting and design of individual buildings
and groups of buildings, and the use of local stone, combine to create an intricate
and varied character.

It is @ microcosm of urban development, reflecting a long history from the earliest
needs for shelter and protection, though cycles of intensification and expansion,
with consequent phases of improvement, conservation or re-development.

The conservation area incorporates Scotland’s ancient capital and is
characterised by:

e thesurvivalofthe little altered medieval ‘herringbone’ street pattern of narrow
closes, wynds and courts leading off the spine formed by the Royal Mile,

e jts16th and 17th century merchants’ and nobles’ houses,

e important early public buildings such as the Canongate Tolbooth and St Giles
Cathedral,

e the quality and massing of stonework, and
e the density and height of its picturesque multi-storey buildings.

PURPOSE OF CHARACTER APPRAISALS

Conservation area character appraisals are intended to help manage change. They
provide an agreed basis of understanding of what makes an area special. This
understanding informs and provides the context in which decisions can be made
on proposals which may affect that character. An enhanced level of understanding,
combinedwithappropriate managementtools,ensuresthatchangeanddevelopment
sustains and respects the qualities and special characteristics of the area.
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~ VISTAS AND VIEWS

The topography of the Old Town maJ? it both very visible and provides a
wide range of dramatic viewS. The Cagtle dominates views from all over
Edinburgh and the Old Town §I€y‘lm’é 21 be seen from a range of near to
distant views from many locations especially to the south, west and north.
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- CONSERVATION AREA BOUNDARY
ING /A2 A SIS e

The Conservation Area ranks as one o
in terms of both its architectural and
in the extensive number of Statutorily

" the most important in the United Kingdom,
nistoric interest. Its significance is reflected

Listed Buildings, the number of tourists that

visit the area, and its international recognition as part of the UNESCO designated
Edinburgh Old and New Town World Heritage Site.
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Your views

We would now like your views on the draft
Old Town Conservation Area Character Appraisal.
The draft appraisal is summarised in this display.
To see the full document and access the on-line
questionnaire, please visit the Consultation Hub at
consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk
If you have any queries regarding the appraisal or the
consultation process, please contact

jack.gillon@edinburgh.gov.uk
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