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Soils

Early consideration of existing soil and habitat resources
can minimise the disturbance and damage to soils from
development, reduce waste and limit the need to import
new material for site restoration. Consideration should
be given to soil functions, water permeability and soil
biodiversity.

Proposals must demonstrate that soil health will be
protected through correct handling and storage that
complies with the British Standard for topsoil and
subsoil. Wherever possible, undisturbed ground should
be safeguarded for planting.

More detailed site-specific information will be required
where peatland or carbon-rich soils may be impacted

by development, including appropriate surveys and
assessment that inform design and layout to ensure
compliance with the mitigation hierarchy. Where
impacts cannot be avoided, a method statement for soil,
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)
or Habitat Management Plan (HMP) may be required to
protect soil from compaction and erosion.
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https://www.nature.scot/doc/advising-peatland-carbon-rich-soils-and-priority-peatland-habitats-development-management

