
Planning Guidance - Householders

Overview
This document sets out the Council’s expectations for householder developments.

It provides guidance for:

people who are thinking about making changes to their home.
professionals involved in the process.

What is householder development?
Work to alter or enlarge a single residential property. This includes works within the boundary or garden of a property.

Why your views matter
We want the guidance to help people understand what we require for householder development. We want the outcome of the process to be good for all users. To do this,
we want to make sure the content is clear, helpful, and balanced.

Read the draft guidance
Draft Guidance for Householders <https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/36141/guidance-for-householders-draft-for-consultation-january-2025>

Need a different language or format?

Please email the Interpretation and Translation Service at its@edinburgh.gov.uk quoting reference 24-1284.

Your details
Why we need this information and how it will be used
The Council uses this information to ensure responses to consultations are genuine and that each person is submitting only one response.

The Council will publish all responses received to this consultation, but will not publish individual names, email addresses or postcodes. We will publish the names of
organisations.

We will use your email address to contact you to let you know the results of this consultation and the actions we are taking because of the consultation.

Organisation details

1 Your details
First name (Required)

Surname (Required)

Email address (Required)

Postcode (Required)

Yes, I consent to being contacted about this consultation

2 Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?

An individual

On behalf of an organisation

Please select only one item

(Required)
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What Permissions are Required
Please see the relevant chapter of the guidance below:

(To see the guidance full screen, please click on ">>" and then "Presentation Mode")

1 of 1 Automatic Zoom

Related Information
Glossary of key terms
Conservation Area - An area of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.

Development - The carrying out of building, engineering, mining or other operations in, on, over or under land, or the making of any material change in the use of any
building or other land.

Permitted Development - Works that can be undertaken without the need to apply for planning permission.

Planning Permission - A formal request to a local authority for permission to undertake development (build something new or to add something to an existing building).

Listed Buildings - Listed buildings are buildings of special architectural or historic interest which are protected under legislation.

3 Please provide the following information about your organisation.
Organisation name:

Organisation type:

Private sector

Public sector

Third and voluntary sector

Community group or organisation

Other (please specify below)

Please select only one item

Your job title:

09/01/2025, 09:48 Print Survey - City of Edinburgh Council - Citizen Space
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Neighbourhood Character and Appearance
Please see the relevant chapter of the guidance below:

(To see the guidance full screen, please click on ">>" and then "Presentation Mode")

1 of 1 Automatic Zoom

Related Information
Glossary of key terms
Building Line - A limit beyond which a house must not extend into a street.

Conservation Area - An area of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.

Development - The carrying out of building, engineering, mining or other operations in, on, over or under land, or the making of any material change in the use of any
building or other land.

4 Do you have any comments or suggestions on this section of the draft
guidance?

5 Do you have any comments or suggestions on this section of the draft
guidance?
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Scale, Form and Design
Please see the relevant chapter of the guidance below:

(To see the guidance full screen, please click on ">>" and then "Presentation Mode")

1 of 3 Automatic Zoom

Related Information
Glossary of key terms
Building Line - A limit beyond which a house must not extend into a street.

Dormer Window - A window that projects vertically from a sloping roof.

Flat - A flat is a separate and self-contained set of premises, whether on the same floor or not, forming part of a building from some other part of which it is divided
horizontally. Flats also include four-in a-blocks or maisonettes, as well as some studio and mews buildings.

Fronting a Road - An elevation of a building which faces onto a road.

Gable End - The triangular upper part of a wall supporting two sides of a pitched roof.

House - A residential property which does not contain a flat.

Principal Elevation - The elevation of the original dwellinghouse which by virtue of its design, setting, or both, is the principal elevation.

6 Do you have any comments or suggestions on this section of the draft
guidance?
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Amenity
Please see the relevant chapter of the guidance below:

(To see the guidance full screen, please click on ">>" and then "Presentation Mode")

1 of 5 Automatic Zoom

Related Information
Glossary of key terms
Neighbouring Amenity - Quality of living conditions for neighbouring properties. Assessment considers developments effect upon a neighbour's outlook, privacy,
sunlight/daylight, and general environment of the neighbourhood.

7 Do you have any comments or suggestions on this section of the draft
guidance?
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Materials
Please see the relevant chapter of the guidance below:

(To see the guidance full screen, please click on ">>" and then "Presentation Mode")

1 of 1 Automatic Zoom

Windows and Doors
Please see the relevant chapter of the guidance below:

(To see the guidance full screen, please click on ">>" and then "Presentation Mode")

1 of 1 Automatic Zoom

8 Do you have any comments or suggestions on this section of the draft
guidance?
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Garden Ground and Access
Please see the relevant chapter of the guidance below:

(To see the guidance full screen, please click on ">>" and then "Presentation Mode")

1 of 2 Automatic Zoom

Related Information
Glossary of key terms
Ancillary structure - Refers to a development which is considered subordinate or subsidiary to the main property and does not form a separate property itself. Ancillary
structures include carports, garages, sheds, and pergolas.

Curtilage - An area of land attached to a house, forming an enclosure with it. Front curtilage refers to the land to the front of the principal elevation of the property. Rear
curtilage refers to the land to the rear of the front elevation, including any side garden area.

Permitted Development - Works that can be undertaken without the need to apply for planning permission.

9 Do you have any comments or suggestions on this section of the draft
guidance?

10 Do you have any comments or suggestions on this section of the draft
guidance?
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https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/13430/planning-guidance
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Tree Work Considerations
Please see the relevant chapter of the guidance below:

(To see the guidance full screen, please click on ">>" and then "Presentation Mode")

1 of 1 Automatic Zoom

Related Information
Glossary of key terms
Green and Blue Network - The totality of green and blue features in an area, for example green roofs and permeable spaces, often combining to cumulatively provide a
range of benefits, including positive effects for biodiversity and water management.

Root Protection Area - These are a means of ensuring that the root systems of trees are not damaged or disturbed by construction or other activities.

11 Do you have any comments or suggestions on this section of the draft
guidance?
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https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/planning-13/privately-owned-trees-woodlands/2
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/planning-13/privately-owned-trees-woodlands/2
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/14926/guidance-on-protected-trees-in-edinburgh


Environmental Sustainability
Please see the relevant chapter of the guidance below:

(To see the guidance full screen, please click on ">>" and then "Presentation Mode")

1 of 1 Automatic Zoom

Related Information
Glossary of key terms
Green and Blue Network - The totality of green and blue features in an area, for example green roofs and permeable spaces, often combining to cumulatively provide a
range of benefits, including positive effects for biodiversity and water management.

12 Do you have any comments or suggestions on this section of the draft
guidance?
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https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/climate-2/2030-climate-strategy
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/33491/edinburgh-biodiversity-action-plan-2022-2027
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/33491/edinburgh-biodiversity-action-plan-2022-2027
https://www.nature.scot/doc/developing-nature-guidance#Who+is+this+Guidance+for?:~:text=Woodland%20Trust-,Annex%20A%3A%C2%A0%20Appropriate%20measures%20to%20enhance%20biodiversity,-A.1.%20This
https://www.nature.scot/doc/developing-nature-guidance#3.+Key+sources+of+further+information
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/13430/planning-guidance
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/13430/planning-guidance
https://mcscertified.com/standards-tools-library/
https://mcscertified.com/standards-tools-library/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/13430/planning-guidance
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/13430/planning-guidance


Submitting an Application
Please see the relevant chapter of the guidance below:

(To see the guidance full screen, please click on ">>" and then "Presentation Mode")

1 of 2 Automatic Zoom

Addressing the Climate and Nature Crises
The climate and nature crises are important things to think about in Edinburgh. They should be considered within all development, including householder development.

13 Do you have any comments or suggestions on this section of the draft
guidance?

14

Strongly agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree

the climate crisis.
Please select only one item

the nature crisis.
Please select only one item

To what extent do you agree that the guidance provides an
appropriate response to:
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General Guidance and Understanding

About you
These questions are based on Scottish Government guidance.

We want to get a wide range of views from different people, as well as those most likely to be impacted, to help us understand what is important to you. All these questions
are optional. If you provide any information, we will use it to analyse your response.

If you are replying on behalf of an organisation, please leave this section blank.

15 Do you have any comments or suggestions on how the guidance
addresses the climate and nature crises?

16

Strongly agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree

The guidance is easy to understand.
Please select only one item

The guidance clearly explains when
appropriate consent or permissions
are required.
Please select only one item

After reading the guidance I feel
confident about what I need to do
when planning any potential work to
my property.
Please select only one item

To what extend do you agree with the following statements:

17 Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the draft
guidance?

Please think about whether:

Any part of your building is not covered but should be
Any types of work are not covered but should be
Anything is unclear
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18 What is your ethnic group?
Choose one section from A to F, then tick one box which best describes your ethnic group or background

A. White

1. Scottish

2. Other British

3. Irish

4. Polish

5. Gypsy / Traveller

6. Roma

7. Showman / Showwoman

8. Other white ethnic group, please write in

Please select only one item

B. Mixed or multiple ethnic groups

9. Any mixed or multiple ethnic groups, please write in

Please select only one item

C. Asian, Scottish Asian or British Asian

10. Pakistani, Scottish Pakistani or British Pakistani

11. Indian, Scottish Indian or British Indian

12. Bangladeshi, Scottish Bangladeshi or British Bangladeshi

13. Chinese, Scottish Chinese or British Chinese

14. Other, please write in

Please select only one item

D. African, Scottish African or British African

15. Please write in (for example, Nigerian, Somali)

Please select only one item

E. Caribbean or Black

16. Please write in (for example, Scottish Caribbean, Black Scottish)

Please select only one item

F. Other ethnic group

17. Arab, Scottish Arab or British Arab

18. Other, please write in (for example, Sikh, Jewish)

Please select only one item

G.

19. Prefer not to say

Please select only one item
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19 What religion, religious denomination or body do you belong to?

None

Church of Scotland

Roman Catholic

Other Christian, please write in

Muslim, write in denomination or school

Hindu

Buddhist

Sikh

Jewish

Pagan

Another religion or body, please write in

Prefer not to say

Please select only one item

20 What is your age?

Under 16

16 - 24

25 - 34

35 - 44

45 - 54

55 - 64

65 - 74

75 and over

Prefer not to say

Please select only one item
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Feedback about this consultation and engagement activity

21 Do you have any physical or mental health conditions or illnesses
lasting or expected to last 12 months or more?

Yes

No

Prefer not to say

Please select only one item

If answer 'Yes' (do you have a physical or mental health condition or illness lasting or expected to last 12 months or more):

Do any of these conditions or illnesses affect you in any of the following areas?

Vision (for example blindness or partial sight)

Hearing (for example deafness or partial hearing)

Mobility (for example walking short distances or climbing stairs)

Dexterity (for example lifting or carrying objects, using a keyboard)

Learning or understanding or concentrating

Memory

Mental health

Stamina or breathing or fatigue

Socially or behaviourally (for example associated with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) which includes Asperger's, or
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD))
Other (please specify)

Prefer not to say

Please select all that apply

22 Does your condition or illness/do any of your conditions or illnesses
reduce your ability to carry-out day-to-day activities?

Yes, a lot

Yes, a little

Not at all

Prefer not to say

Please select only one item

23 Do you have caring responsibilities?

Yes

No

Prefer not to say

Please select only one item

If yes, please tick all that apply.

Primary carer of a child/children (under 18)

Primary carer of disabled child/children

Primary carer of disabled adult (18 and over)

Primary carer of an older person (65 and older)

Secondary carer

Please select all that apply
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24

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree
nor disagree

Disagree Strongly
disagree

Don't know

I was given all the information that I needed
to have my say.
Please select only one item

This engagement activity was clear and
easy to understand.
Please select only one item

I was given the opportunity to have my say.
Please select only one item

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements
about this engagement activity?

Please provide any other comments or suggestions you may have about this engagement process.
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