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Introduction 

Consultations have been under way since mid-2017 between specialist consultants working 
on the Council's behalf and cycling and walking groups, Living Streets, Spokes and 
Sustrans, to assess areas of potential conflict between cyclists and tramlines in the city 
centre and develop proposals for improvements.  

This package of works forms part of a wider programme aiming to improve cyclist tramline 
safety. This is being delivered in four Phases with Phases 1 and 2 completed. The initial two 
phases were aimed to raise awareness and provide extra space and safety for people 
cycling around the tram tracks. 

Phase 3 includes six locations which are proposed for physical interventions to improve 
conditions and safety for cyclists, as well as new early release signal phasing for bikes at 14 
junctions. Measures include sections of new segregated cycle lanes, improved crossings 
and changes to road layout. 

This report summarises the consultation exercise undertaken during March-April 2018 on the 
preliminary design proposals of the Tram Cycle Safety Improvements ï Phase 3. 
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Executive Summary 

A total of 230 people responded to the online survey and questionnaire on the design 
proposals, with over 55% of all responses supporting the design proposals for each area.   
The graph below shows the overall level of support for the scheme. It is formed by 
combining all the responses to each of design locations (questions 1-7 in the survey).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In general, all the individual route design proposals were supported with feedback confirming 
the improvements to safety for cyclists.  On this basis, we will be progressing the detailed 
design of the schemes with the scope of these remaining. 

It is the intention to develop these designs and progress the statutory legal processes to 
create new areas of footway and cycleway.  We aim for this legal process to commence in 
summer 2018 and, subject to their approval, we are aiming for construction to commence 
late 2018 on all proposed locations. 

 

Grosvenor St / West Maitland Street 
Recommendation 
Two options were offered for consideration at Haymarket around the junction of West 
Maitland Street / and Grosvenor Street.   

1) Improved road layout at junction of Grosvenor Street; and 
2) Improved road layout with a ban on motor vehicles entering Grosvenor Street 

northbound. 

The majority of respondents selected Option 2 as their preferred choice. 

The Council will proceed with developing Option 2 as the preferred design for the West 
Maitland Street / Grosvenor Street junction.  The next step in the design process is to 
complete the traffic modelling of the proposed changes to fully understand the traffic 
impacts. Roadworks in this area have delayed this process (surveys need to be undertaken 
without roadworks in place) and as such we are expecting the traffic modelling to be 
complete by the end of 2018. When the modelling is complete, we intend to update all local 
businesses and residents, as well as any survey respondents who have been asked to be 
kept informed. We will also speak further with businesses in the area and consider any 
further concerns they may raise. 
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Subject to successful completion of the traffic modelling, a legal process would then follow to 
create the traffic restrictions. This process includes a further consultation period for 
responses to the proposed traffic restriction changes. 

The infrastructure required for Option 2, other than markings and signs, can be built without 
making the no-entry traffic restriction. The junction will continue to operate and improve 
conditions for people walking and cycling in the area whilst the legal process to make this 
street no-entry northbound is undertaken.  As such we shall implement the physical 
changes, other than the restrictions, one-way signs and markings, as part of the rest of the 
project in late 2018.  

Following determination of the legal processes, the one-way restrictions would then be 
implemented at a later date. 
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Figure 1: Preferred Option 2 for Haymaryet Junction: Dalry Road / Grosvenor Street 

 

 

Proposals 

Scheme Locations 

The proposed improvement sites are listed below in section 2.1 and contain a variety of civil 
engineering works to improve conditions for cyclist along the Tram route at six locations.    
The designs are shown in Figures 2 to 7 below. 

Early Release signals 

14 junctions along the tram route in the City Centre have been proposed for early-release 
cycle signals. These locations are detailed in section 2.2 of this report.  An ñearly releaseò is 
a green signal for cyclists that allows them to move off before other traffic. This involves 
adding a 4th signal light to the traffic signal head, beneath the standard red, amber and 
green. 

The length of the ñearly releaseò can vary depending on the conditions. Generally 3 seconds 
is given for bikes, plus a further 2 seconds for the red, amber phase, before other traffic is 
released on a standard green signal. 

This gives cyclists a head start over other traffic to negotiate a busy junction and to make 
their intentions clear to other road users behind. 
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Proposed Scheme Locations 
Table 1.  Proposed scheme locations 

 
 Location  Improvements  

 

 

 Princes Street at South St. Andrew Street  New section of segregated cycleway 
with improved crossing of tram tracks.  

 

 

 Princes Street at South Charlotte Street  Improvements to traffic island and 
advanced stop box for cyclists.  

 

 

 Haymarket Station  Re-alignment of traffic island and 
improved cycle lane and tram track 
crossing.  

 

 

 Haymarket Junction (Dalry Road to West 
Maitland Street)  

Improved road layout to allow safer crossing 
of tram tracks and minor road junction.  

 

 

 Haymarket Yards  New traffic island improving approach for 
cyclists travelling city-bound and 
improved crossing for pedestrians.  

 

 

 Cultins Road  New raised table road crossings and new 
tram rail crossing on cycle route desire line  

 

 

  
 

 

 

Figure 2: Scheme Location Overview 

  



8 

 

Proposed Early Release Signal Locations 
Table 2.  <Proposed early release signal locations> 

Junction 
No. 

Location Approach 
Arms 

1 York Place/ North St Andrew Street 
Westbound 

Eastbound 

2 North St Andrew Street/ St Andrew Square  
Southbound 

St Andrew Square  

3 South St Andrew Street/ St Andrew Square  Southbound 

4 Princes Street/ Waverley Bridge  Westbound 

5 Princes Street/ South St David Street  Eastbound 

6 Princes Street/ The Mound 

Westbound 

Eastbound 

Southbound 

Northbound 

7 Princes Street/ Frederick Street Eastbound 

8 Princes Street/ South Charlotte Street Westbound 

9 Princes Street/ Lothian Road Eastbound 

10 Shandwick Place/ Princes Street  Queensferry Street 

11 Atholl Place/ Manor Place 

Westbound 

Eastbound 

Manor Place 

12 West Maitland Street/ Palmerston Place Palmerston Place 

13  Haymarket Junction 

Eastbound 

Morrison Street to West Maitland St 

Morrison Street to Haymarket 

Terrace 

Morrison Street to Dalry Road 

Dalry Road 

Grosvenor Street 

14 Haymarket Yards 
Eastbound 

Haymarket Yards 
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Design Proposals 
 

 

Figure 3: Princes Street / South St Andrew Street (1 of 8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Princes St / South Charlotte Street (2 of 8) 
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Figure 5: Haymarket Station (3 of 8) 

 

 

Figure 6: Haymarket Junction Option 1 (4 of 8) 
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Figure 7: Haymarket Junction Option 2 (5 of 8) 

 

 

Figure 8: Cultins Road (6 of 8) 

  

  



12 

 

Early Release signal location maps 
 

 

Figure 9: Early Release Signal Locations Sheet 1 (7 of 8) 

 

 

 

Figure 10: Early Release Signal Locations Sheet 2 (8 of 8) 

  






